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Congratulations to LeRoy FFA for qualifying for the State Envirothon!
Nine of the Land Use Council 6 area schools
competed against one another in April at
the LUC 6 Envirothon, held in Clinton IL.
Students compete and are tested on 5
subjects including aquatics, wildlife,
forestry, soils and current events topics.
The top scoring team moves on to the State
Competition in Monticello at the 4H
Memorial Campgrounds. McLean County had
three area schools compete, including
LeRoy FFA Envirothon Team
LeRoy High School, Olympia High School, and
Normal Community High School. LeRoy High School won the LUC 6 competition and moved on to
the state competition in May. University of Chicago Laboratory Schools won the state competition
and moved on to the National competition held in Ohio in July.

Congratulations to our Jim Rutherford Conservation Scholarship
Winners!
The Jim Rutherford Scholarship was established by the McLean County Soil and Water Conservation
District to assist outstanding agricultural students at any Illinois College. The students awarded the
scholarship demonstrate superior agricultural academic achievement, commitment to soil and
water conservation and innovation. The Jim Rutherford Scholarship is awarded in the fall semester
of the academic year. This scholarship fund is made possible by generous donations from local
donors. Since 2015, we have awarded 17 local students with scholarships amounting to $8500. to
learn more visit http://www.mcleancountyswcd.com/jimrutherford/

Paige Lemenager, daughter of Luke and Stacy Lemenager, is a Hudson IL native at Normal
Community West High School planning to pursue a bachelor's degree in Agricultural Economics
and Juris Doctor Degree in Agricultural Law. Congratulations Paige!
Amelia Rodriguez, daughter of Sam and Gloria Rodriguez, is a Normal IL native at Normal
Community High School planning to pursue a Wildlife Biology Degree. Congratulations Amelia!

2021 Plat Book
The 2021 Plat Book is available
for purchase! There is a charge
of $35 per plat book cash/
check or $40 for a credit card.

Preston Rhode, son of Tyler and Melissa Rhode, is a Carlock IL native at Normal Community West
High School planning to pursue an Agri-Business or Animal Science Major. Congratulations
Preston!

The McLean County Soil and Water Conservation District does not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, religion, color,
gender, sexual orientation, national origin, ancestry, age, marital status or disability. This policy covers all programs, services and
procedures of the District, including employment.
The USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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McLean County Wildlife Habitat Workshop—August 23, 2022
Join Pheasants Forever’s Wildlife Professional Partners to improve your property’s wildlife habitat!
Workshop Location: North Park– Lake Bloomington
18174 PJ Keller Hwy, Hudson, IL 61748
5:30pm—Pollinator Habitat Establishment
Brodie Eddington, Pheasants Forever Biologist
• Newly established Pollinator Habitat Project at Lake Bloomington
• Habitat Management and species identification
Meeting Location: Davis Lodge – Lake Bloomington
Davis Lodge Rd, Hudson IL 61748
6:15pm; Meal Provided by Annie’s Eats
Scan here to sign
• Laws and Regulations Q&A
up!
• Wildlife Habitat Management
• Conservation Cost-Share for McLean County Landowners
Registration Required, Dinner Provided
RSVP to Brodie Eddington 309-452-3848 ext. 3 by August 18, 2022

What is PCM?

By Aidan Walton, North Central IL Conservation Specialist

Precision Conservation Management is a voluntary farmer service program focused on education, conservation planning, and financial assistance. PCM Specialist Aidan Walton covers McLean County, along with Tazewell, Woodford, Livingston, and Ford. With nearly 100
farmers already participating across the region, PCM assists in adopting conservation practices on the farm, such as cover crops, reduced
tillage, and nutrient management, in a way that makes financial sense. In partnership with Illinois Corn Growers Association, Illinois Soybean
Association, NRCS, and more, Precision Conservation Management is able to assist Midwest farmers in working towards the goals of the
Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy while maintaining maximum profitability.
PCM’s success as a NRCS Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) includes expending 5.3 million dollars of CSP/EQIP
funds in the first 4 years of a 5-year contract, being awarded an additional 2+ million dollars from the Illinois NRCS, and being the first RCPP
in the nation to renew a RCPP agreement before the first contract had expired. With this refreshed 5.3 million dollars, PCM’s RCPP applicants will focus solely on cover crop implementation. Funds will become available sometime next year and PCM Specialists will work with
cooperators to complete applications and apply until the deadline, expected to be in the spring of 2023. By consulting with their PCM Specialist, growers can receive resources on how to minimize risk and utilize cost-share dollars for implementing practices such as cover
crops.
To learn more about Precision Conservation Management and what it can provide for your farming operation, please contact Aidan
Walton at (309) 391-2345 or awalton@precisionconservation.org.

Updates
•
•

Check out our Website

Monarch Mix available for purchase
* (See Tree Sale order form for more information)
Deadlines
* PFC Fall Practices - September 1
* Fish Sale OrdersSeptember 21 (Grass Carp) - Sept 23 (All other fish)
* Tree Sale Orders- October 6
* Pond Shocking Demonstration—RSVP by August 15
* Wildlife Workshop– RSVP by August 18
* Cover Crop Meeting— RSVP by August 22



Local Projects



McLean County Contractors List



Program Enrollment



McLean County Monarchs



McLean County History

Subscribe to our E-Newsletter for Updates!

www.mcleancountyswcd.com
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The Best Conservation Solution Starts with a Well Thought Out Plan by Adam Wyant
NRCS financial assistance programs such as the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), the Conservation Stewardship
Program (CSP), and the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) have continuous sign-ups so you can apply anytime.
However, we do have application deadlines to evaluate, rank, and process applications to make funding decisions by the end of our fiscal
year, which is September 30. So, Lets be proactive rather than reactive for the conservation work you intend to do the following spring,
summer, or fall. Start planning now and if during harvest this fall you see some new erosion or a need for a new conservation practice
then pull out your phone and take a picture to document the issue (or a mental note if you do not have a smart phone). Then contact the
McLean County NRCS office at 309-452-3848 extension 3 to request assistance and a site visit to your property to start the
Conservation Planning Process. Stay safe this harvest!

Cost-Share Available for Fall Cover Crops
Partners For Conservation, or PFC, is a program that is administered by soil
and water conservation districts to aid landowners and producers in
implementing practices that will conserve soil and benefit water quality. New
adoption of cover crops (defined as a field that the current operator of the
farm has not planted cover crops on in McLean County) are available for cost
share this fall through this program. cover crop cost share is capped at
$3200 per applicant or 60% of total costs, whichever amount is lower. It is
important to note that applications must be filled out and approved before
seed or other project costs occur as payments cannot be made retroactively.
If you are interested in applying for these available conservation practices,
call Brett Irwin at 309-452-3848 ext. 3. Application deadline is September 1,
2022.

Don’t Listen to Smokey the Bear...
Pre-settlement Illinois was a vast jungle teeming with diverse life. From the dense prairies to the Oak and Hickory forests that fill the
floodplains. These landscapes were dependent on 4 things: sunlight, our large annual rainfall, animals to spread seed, and fire. Fire has
been used as mother nature’s management tool for over four hundred million years and was adopted by the Illinois native tribes around
8,000 years ago. The Native tribes saw many benefits of using fire, they used it to drive bison to easier hunting grounds as well as to
promote regrowth of food sources for themselves and the animals which shared the land.
With the introduction of a plethora of invasive species that outcompete our native plant life, fire has become more useful than ever
before. The overtaking of our native vegetation by invasive species has been happening for over a century and now it is nearly impossible to find a timber block or native prairie field that doesn’t contain invasive species. The answer to fighting against this assault on our
Illinois species is responsible prescribed fire. Unlike invasive species such as Autumn Olive and Honey Suckle, our prairies and woodlands evolved to be extremely tolerant of fire. The increasing popularity of this ancient tool is more relevant than ever, so reach out to
your local PBA or NRCS office to learn more about how you can use fire to combat your invasive species.
If you have CRP or a native prairie plot and are interested in information about prescribed fire, please call me at 217-440-8223.
Brodie Eddington
Illinois Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist
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The Lake Bloomington and Evergreen Lake Watershed plan encompasses 69,512 acres and provides a
road map to achieve water quality targets and stakeholder goals established under previous plans.
Farmers and landowners within the watersheds have continued to adopt best management practices
and improve conservation stewardship resulting in nutrient reductions. Proven data suggests cover
crops will play a key role in improved water quality for our local lakes. Still today, only 2% of the tillable
acres within the watersheds have cover crops implemented.
In partnership with the City of Bloomington and the McLean County Soil & Water Conservation District
funding is available for new cover crop adoption on fields within the Evergreen Lake and Lake
Bloomington Watersheds.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Funding is available in the order received
Cereal Rye before Soybeans is recommended
Oats & Radish Mix before Corn is recommended
New Field Adoption Fall 2022 will be prioritized
Seed & Application Costs Covered Up to $55 per acre
Fields currently enrolled in cover crop incentive and cost-share payment programs are not
eligible for funding.

To Apply Call the SWCD office: 309-452-3848 ext 3
Deadline to apply September 1, 2022
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Thank you to our 2022 sponsors!

2022 Fall

Become an SWCD Newsletter
Sponsor! For $150, you will be
included on our SWCD Website,
monthly E-newsletter, and bi-annual
1600 person newsletter. To sponsor,
contact our office at 309-452-3848
ext. 3 or email Brett Irwin at
brett.irwin@il.nacdnet.net

Mclean Co. SWCD is an equal opportunity farm advertiser.
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McLean County Soil & Water Conservation District
402 N. Kays Drive
Normal, IL 61761
(309) 452-3848 ext. 3
www.McLeanCountySWCD.com

TREE, FISH AND SEED SALE ORDER FORMS INSIDE!

Cover Crop Field Day

•
•
•

Thursday, August 25
11:00am—1:30pm
Danvers Township Community Room
898 N West St, Danvers, IL 61732
Successful Cover Crop Management
Jim Isermann, Illinois Sustainable Ag Partnership
NRCS Financial Assistance Programs for Cover Crops
Adam Wyant, NRCS
Cover Crop Robot Seeding Demonstration
Chinmay Soman, EarthSense
Cost of the event is free and lunch will be provided.

Please RSVP by August 22 by contacting our office at:
(309)-452-3848 ext. 3 or brett.irwin@il.nacdnet.net
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