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Watershed Plan Summary 
The draft Lake Bloomington and Evergreen Lake Watershed Plan encompasses 69,512 acres 

and provides a road map to achieve water quality targets and stakeholder goals established 

under previous plans. The priority areas identified will serve as a starting point to guide 

implementation and outreach efforts by watershed managers and partners that will leverage 

cost-share programs and installation assistance for farmers and landowners within the two 

watersheds.  

Projects underway during plan development include cost-share from the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service and McLean County SWCD for priority Best Management Practices, 

robust water quality monitoring through the City and Illinois State University and in-lake 

treatments, specifically, shoreline protection. The City also regulates septic systems and 

conducts related education and outreach. These initiatives and actions have resulted in 

measurable improvements to water quality, strengthened stakeholder engagement and 

expanded key partnerships. This lake and watershed track record has laid the critical 

groundwork needed to accelerate implementation activities detailed in the draft watershed 

plan. A draft of the proposed plan can be found on the City of Bloomington’s website. 

Input Needed– Will you Participate? 
The McLean County SWCD will submit for grant funding based on the following practices and 

make funding available to your operation for cost-share assistance. Your operation’s interest 
to participate and your provided feedback will help us to decide how many acres might 

implement these best management practices.  

SWCD Board of Directors 

SWCD Watershed Staff 

Practice Proposed Cost-Share 

Cover Crop Seed & Seeding 60% at $40/acre 

Nutrient Management (Ex. Split application Nitrogen) $7.24/acre 

Filter Strip Installation 50% Cost-Share 

Waterway Installation 50% Cost-Share 

Reduced Tillage Practices 60% at $22.35/acre 
Visit Our Website! 
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Lake Bloomington and Evergreen Lake Watershed Plan 
 The plan compiles a comprehensive understanding of watershed characteristics and conditions 

 A Watershed-Wide Windshield Survey was conducted at 1,600 unique data points  

 Water Quality Data from the City of Bloomington, ISU and Illinois EPA monitoring stations was collected 

 LIDAR elevation data was analyzed  

 Landowner and Farmer Public Meeting Input was implemented 

 Conservation Stewardship has resulted in positive results for both Watersheds 

 Mulch-Till is the Dominate Tillage Practice followed by No-Till and Reduced Till 

 Farmer action has resulted in Phosphorus and Sediment Loads below State Averages 

 Existing Conservation Practices are Extensive 

 Reductions will rely on Landowner & Farmer Support, and translate into increased financial assistance for implementation 

 Primarily Agricultural Watershed: 84% of Land Use in Lake Bloomington Watershed,  74% of Land Use in Evergreen Lake 

Watershed 

 Lake Bloomington and Evergreen Lake Watersheds Yield some of the highest per acre Nitrate Loads in the State 

 Only 2% of current cropland is growing Cover Crops 

 31% of stream miles do not have adequate buffers– An adequate vegetative buffer is greater than 35 feet wide 

 Priority and Critical Areas have been identified 

 Substantial Opportunity Exists to Generate Support and Achieve Measured Reductions in Nutrient and Sediment Loads 

 Based on your feedback the SWCD will target grants to insure funding is available to meet your goals. 

 Implemented solutions will help to avoid costly treatment plant upgrades and improve recreational value  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lake Bloomington & Evergreen Lake Participant Form 

Yes I would be interested in learning more about cost-share for the above solutions on my farm. 

Name:______________________________________________ 

Email:______________________________________________ 

Phone:_____________________________________________ 

Your feedback will aid the SWCD in writing grant proposals for the 

watersheds.  

Issues Solutions 

NUTRIENT & SEDIMENT LOADING  COVER CROPS, SPLIT APPLICATION OF NITROGEN FERTILIZER  

SURFACE RUNOFF & TILE FLOW  WETLAND INSTALLATION, DRAINAGE WATER MANAGEMENT  

SHEET & RILL EROSION  FILTER STRIPS, GRASSED WATERWAYS, FIELD BORDERS 

GULLY EROSION GRASSED WATERWAYS, CONVERSION TO NO-TILL or STRIP TILL 

STREAMBANK EROSION IN-STREAM STRUCTURES, STREAM BANK STABILIZATION  

SEPTIC SYSTEMS and POINT SOURCES EDUCATION, MAINTANCE, INSPECTIONS 

IDENTIFY PRACTICES FOR YOUR FARM: (Circle all the above that you would be interested in implementing) 

Detach and Return this Form to: 

McLean County SWCD 

402 N Kays Drive 

Normal IL 61761 
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The Jim Rutherford Conservation Scholarship 
Thank You Donors! On August 3rd 2021 the annual Jim Rutherford Conservation Scholarship Golf outing was 

held at Crestwicke Country Club. The Jim Rutherford Scholarship was established in 2015 by the McLean 

County Soil and Water Conservation District to assist outstanding agricultural students at any Illinois 

College. Jim Rutherford served McLean County Conservation for 57 years in effort to protect and preserve 

our natural resources. His Legacy lives on in the countless projects, landowners, and producers he 

impacted through his conservation mission. In memory of Jim, this Conservation Scholarship awards 

outstanding local agricultural students a $500 scholarship for any Illinois college. Students selected 

demonstrate a commitment to agriculture with soil and water conservation leadership and innovation. The 

McLean County SWCD board and staff proudly report that 14 local scholars have been awarded $7000 to 

attend 8 different Illinois Colleges. This scholarship success is only made possible by the generous 

donations from donors. If you would like to help support the next generation of local agri-business 

professionals, contact our office about making a donation! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teresa Birsa, daughter of Paula and Terry Birsa, is a Bloomington native pursuing a Forestry-Wildlife Habitat 

Management & Conservation Degree from Southern Illinois University Carbondale. Teresa was an active FFA 

member and officer,  a 4-H Memorial Camp Counselor, 4-H member and officer of the Ardent Tillers, 4-H Teen 

Teachers, and the 4-H federation. She was active in student council, the fishing team, orchestra and a National 

Honors Society member at Normal Community West High School.  Teresa writes ” I inspire to work as a 

conservation scientist or in a career related to my field of study.” We look forward to seeing your efforts for 

conservation in the future, congratulations Teresa!  

 

Emerson Tarr, daughter of Stan and Jennifer Tarr, is a LeRoy native pursuing an Ag Communications and 

Marketing degree. Emerson was an active FFA officer, high school class president, National Honors Society 

member, and team captain of the Tri-Valley Cross Country Team at LeRoy High School.  Emerson writes ” This 

scholarship will help me achieve my education goals, which is the first step in my process to ultimately serve the 

Ag industry by working with the next generation of Ag leaders. Congratulations Emerson!  

Congratulations Team Gillis! 

There are more than 17 miles of shoreline in Lake Bloomington and 20 miles in 

Evergreen Lake. The vast majority of annual loading is from a small selection of 

those banks eroding, equaling about 4-5% of the total shoreline. To date the Soil 

and Water Conservation District has addressed the stabilization of 6,300 feet that 

will contribute towards the goal of 80% reduction of loading in Lake Bloomington. 

Additionally, we have also implemented 6,105 feet in Evergreen Lake towards our 

goal to reduce loading by 87%.  

2021 Jim Rutherford Scholarship Winners Announced 

Shoreline Protection Success 
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CRP CP43 Prairie Strips: Reduce Erosion and Promote Wildlife Habitat 2021 PLAT BOOKS 

AVAILABLE SOON! 

$35 

CALL THE SWCD OFFICE TO RESERVE YOURS! 

Credit/Debit cards 

subject to 4% 

surcharge. 

 

The Prairie Strip practice is a new practice that is part of the federal Conservation Reserve Program. This 

practice is turn row friendly and can be implemented anywhere from 30 feet wide up to 120 feet wide.  This 

is an ideal solution that works well when adjacent to wind turbine lanes,  forested areas, waterways, and 

terrace channels. Reduce point rows and increase your ROI on highly sensitive and low yield areas  

throughout the field. Iowa State University reports that when prairie strips are implemented on a farm, there 

is up to 40% reduction in run-off, 95% less soil export, 90% less phosphorous export, and 84% less 

nitrogen export following practice installation.  

Call our office to learn more: 309-452-3848 ext 3 


